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SUBJECT: 1977 SOVIET NATIONAL EXHIBIT 

REF: MOSCOW 4595 

1 . AT SOVIET REQUEST, A DEPARTMENT OFFICER ACCOMPANIED 
SOVIET DELEGATION LOOKING FOR A SITE FOR THE 1977 SOVIET 
NATIONAL EXHIBIT TO CHICAGO. DELEGATION FIRST CALLED ON 
MANAGER OF MCCORMACK PLACE, WHO TOLD THEM THAT HE HAD 
TALKED TO FOUR GROUPS WHICH HAD RESERVED SPACE AT THE TIME 
THE SOVIETS WANTED IT, BUT THEY WERE UNWILLING TO CHANGE 
THEIR DATES BECAUSE THEY HAD ALREADY PRINTED BROCHURES AND 
SOLD SPACE TO INDIVIDUAL EXHIBITORS. ;E ALSO NOTED THAT 
SOVIETS HAD REQUESTED FORTY DAYS AND SAID THAT MCCORMACK 
PLACE DOES NOT RENT THAT MUCH TIME TO ANYBODY. SOVIETS 
WERE DISAPPOINTED AT THEIR INABILITY TO OBTAIN SPACE IN 
MCCORMACK PLACE, BUT BELIEVED THEY HAD DONE EVERYT;ING 
POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN IT. 

2. SOVIET DELEGATION VISITED THREE OTHER SITES IN CHICAGO, 

AND WILL CONTINUE ON TO LOS ANGELES, SAN FRANCISCO, AND 
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POSITION CENTER OFFERED TO OVERCOME SOVIET PROBLEM WITH 
CEIL.NG HEIGHT BY RAISING HEIGHT OF PLANNED 50,000 SQUARE 
FOOT ADDITION WHICH WILL BE BUILT THIS YEAR. SOVIETS 
SEEMED INTERESTED IN THIS POSSIBILITY AND HAVE DISCUSSED 
SPECIFIC ARRANGEMENTS WITHOUT COMMITTING THEMSELVES UNTIL 
THEY VIEWED SITES IN OTHER CITIES AND INFORMED MOSCOW. 

3. O'HARE IS WILLING TO PROVIDE SPACE 

FROM OCTOBER 1 TO NOVEMBER 25. 1977, WITH ACTUAL SHOWING 
TIME OF ABOUT THREE-FOUR WEEKS. COST OF SPACE FOR THIS 
LENGTH OF TIME WOULD BE ABOUT DOLS 2.75 PER NET SQUARE 
FOOT (NET SQUARE FOOTAGE EQUALS ABOUT SIXTY PERCENT OF 
GROSS SQUARE FOOTAGE). PRICE WOULD INCLUDE, WITHOUT 
ADDITIONAL CHARGE TO SOVIETS, STORAGE SPACE, GENERAL 
CLEANING, OFFICE SPACE, FIRST AID ROOM, OUTSIDE GUARD 
SERVICE, ELECTRICITY, AND FREE BUS SERVICE BETWEEN NEARBY 
HOTELS AND EXHIBIT HALL. SOVIETS WOULD BE ASKED TO TAKE 
OUT INSURANCE AT THEIR EXPENSE. SOVIETS ASKED IF PRICE 
COULD BE REDUCED TO DOLS 2.50 PER NET SQUARE FOOT, AND 
O'HARE MANAGER AGREED TO CONSIDER THIS IF SOVIETS DECIDED 
TO HOLD EXHIBIT AT O'HARE. SOVIETS ASKED IF IT POSSIBLE 
TO SET UP PRESS CENTER AND RUSSIAN RESTAURANT ON THE 
PREMISES, AND O'HARE MANAGER SAW NO DIFFICULTY IN DOING 
THIS. SOVIETS AND O'HARE WOULD SHARE TASK OF PUBLICIZING 
EXHIBIT. SOVIETS HOPE TO MAKE DECISION ON SITE BY APRIL 
20. KISSINGER 
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